Knockan Crag Education Pack - Worksheet
Topic: Visiting Knockan Crag

Worksheet
Rock Facts

During your visit, you will see outcrops of six different rock formations as you follow the crag-top trail.  One of your tasks will be to record some information about each formation in the table on page 2.  The information will come from displays in the Rock Room and from various displays along the trail itself.  You may also be told some of the information by the leader of your group as you visit some of the outcrops.

Although you do not see them at Knockan Crag itself, there are two older formations that lie at deeper levels beneath the six formations you will be studying.  These are the Lewisian Gneiss and the Torridonian Sandstone formations, which outcrop very widely to the north and south of Knockan Crag.  They have been included in the table to help you build up a complete picture of all the important rock formations in this part of Scotland.

The Great Knockan Crag Puzzle

One of the six rock formations that you have seen appears to be in the wrong place.  Answer the following questions about this geological puzzle:

1. Which one is  it?

2. What are the names of the two geologists who finally solved the puzzle by making detailed geological maps of the area?

3. What is the accepted explanation of how this particular rock formation came to be where you saw it?

Carving Out The Present Landscape

Make a list below of the main agents of erosion that have created the very three-dimensional landscape that you overlook from Knockan Crag.

	Name of rock formation
	Place in sequence of outcrops (1 at bottom; 8 at top)
	Approximate age of formation (in millions of years)
	Main rock type(s) in formation
	Conditions at the time when the rock was formed

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Torridonian Sandstone
	2
	800
	sandstone conglomerate

(sedimentary)
	Laid down as sand and gravel by flash-flooding rivers in a desert environment.

	Lewisian Gneiss
	1
	2800
	gneiss

(metamorphic)
	Very ancient rocks that have been pushed deep into the Earth's crust and totally recrystallised to form different rock types.



































































































































